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NEGROLOGT 



Charles Edward Hanaman was born in Port Schuyler near 
Watervliet, Albany County, New York, on November 19, 1848. 
He was educated at St. Paul's School in Troy and at the Troy 
Academy, and expected after graduation at the latter institution to 
attend college. His father had large interests in the milling indus- 
try and wanted the assistance of his son in the business so much 
that the boy surrendered his idea of a college career and em- 
barked upon active business life. Those who knew Mr. Hanaman 
well were always conscious of the real sacrifice that he made, but 
they were equally convinced that he never expressed any real regret 
at the change of plan. His interests in mercantile life were sur- 
rendered in 1888 in order that he might assume the position of 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Troy Savings Bank, and after serv- 
ing four years in that capacity he was elected President of the bank, 
a position which he retained continuously until his death which oc- 
curred on September 2, 1916. 

In 1900 he was selected as third Vice-President and member 
of the Executive Committee of the Savings Bank Association of 
New York state. Later he was twice elected President of the same 
Association. His business ability was utilized in other directions 
also for the benefit of the public as he served for twenty years 
as Treasurer and for five years as Vice-President of the Troy 
Orphan Asylum. He was also for twenty years Treasurer of St. 
John's Episcopal Church. In all of these capacities he served the 
community not only faithfully but with marked ability, and the 
different institutions which enjoyed his services bear lasting evi- 
dence of his integrity and efficiency as a financial leader. 

His interest in scientific things was developed at an early age. 
It is recorded that when nine years old he started out with the 
use of the microscope and became absorbed in its revelations so 
that he continued work with it throughout his entire life. He found 
in this study his greatest pleasure and an absorbing interest which 
led him to devote every spare moment to it. For his own use he 
built up in the course of years a splendid collection of the most 
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varied instruments of the biological laboratory and tried out per- 
sonally all, or nearly all, of the methods that have been developed 
within the last fifty years for the preparation of materials and the 
investigation of the microscopic structures of organisms. His large 
cabinet of prepared specimens was opened with delight for any who 
expressed the slightest interest and even the technically trained 
man found in it something that well repaid the time spent in an 
examination of the materials. 

In spite of the insistent demands of a busy commercial life he 
subscribed to many leading biological journals and perused them 
so as to become thoroughly familiar with their contents. He de- 
lighted in nothing more than to review current theories and recent 
discussions of the most technical type with those familiar with such 
subjects, who crossed his path and in such discussions displayed 
a clearness and breadth of knowledge that was as surprising as 
unusual in a man of affairs. He was one of the early members 
and officers of the Troy Microscopical Society and a charter mem- 
ber of the American Society of Microscopists, the predecessor of 
the American Microscopical Society. He was also a Fellow of 
the Royal Microscopical Society of London and the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science, and a member of the 
Biological Society of Washington. 

Mr. Hanaman was a splendid sample of a type rare in this 
country, for although prominent and in marked degree successful 
in business life he had an avocation in his scientific studies which 
he pursued with equal zeal and success. He will long be remem- 
bered as one who stimulated and encouraged by his interest and 
vigor the scientific workers with whom he came in contact. Science 
needs a multitude of such men and owes a great debt of gratitude to 
the few who in this way gain interest in its work and contribute in 
many ways to the support and extension of that work. 

Personally Mr. Hanaman was quiet and unobtrusive so that 
few except those who were brought in immediate contact with him 
knew of his thorough knowledge of biological investigation and of 
his personal interest in that field. In his death the American 
Microscopical Society lost a warm friend and an active supporter. 



